Pastors Corner  Sept. 28, 2008
Two weeks ago I spoke to you on behalf of those who have no voice – the victims of 4 unwanted visitors to Haiti: Fay, Gustav, Hanna and Ike.  I described how our earlier gifts of houses and fishing boats were being used to shelter and rescue others. (The Arlington Catholic Herald ran a front page story last week on how our fishing boats were saving lives in Haiti.)  I asked you for help to get water, food and medicine to the survivors of these devastating storms.

My friends, I thought I knew you.  I believe you are compassionate, loving and generous disciples. But you took me by complete surprise.  You truly rocked my world!  In spite of all the negative economic news that tends to make us hold onto our wallets in these troubled times, you poured out your giving hearts to those in need.  Many of you literally emptied your pockets into the Starfish basket.  Your gifts toward hurricane relief in Haiti totaled $96,281.75
With Nativity’s generous gift, we have sent “tents, sleeping bags, hygiene kits, blankets, water, vitamin drinks, food including ‘read-to-eat’ meals, and much, much more,” says Angel Aloma, Food For The Poor’s Executive Director.
As you know, I am rarely at a loss for words, but at this moment, adequate words escape me. I don’t quite know how to express my appreciation and admiration of you, my Nativity family.  I recall the words of Jackson Carter, a simple fisherman who captains one of our boats in Nativity Fishing Village at Madras/Caracol. On the day we blessed the new boats this past June, he said in Kreyòl, “My tongue is not big enough to thank God for what Nativity and Food For The Poor have done; it would take all the tongues in our village to make a big enough thanks to God for you.”

Let me share with you the words of those who are working hard to bring our help to the needy:

From Fr. Duken Augustin at Nativity Village II in Prolongé:

“This country will not die. Life is a fight not just a gift. Whatever happens, just dont give up. Keep fighting. 
The haitian people know something about that because their story is made of injustice, sufferings, humiliation but also courage, hope and determination. We have started over and planted 5 thousand fruit trees last friday. Again, thank you. God can make a way... We wont stop dreaming.
Fr Duken 

From Bernard Chauvet, Captain of the “John B:”
“Dear Jim, Let all your parishioners know that we really appreciate all the help their giving us. Let Fr. Martin know that he and his parishioners at Nativity are Hati’s best and true friends.”

Bernard

From Delane Bailey-Herd, Food For The Poor’s Haiti Project Manager:

“Nativity, you have taken out of your own storehouses to give to those in crisis, especially at a time when we in America are facing such troubled economic times. I believe as a result, this your most recent gift of love must fill our Father God with joy. You are an incredible example of Jesus on the earth. THANK YOU!”

Delane
From Angel Aloma, Executive Director, Food For The Poor:

“Nativity, you have responded. You have contributed willingly. You have recognized a universal brotherhood that includes those who are far away and whose voices are seldom heard. I thank God for each one of you that has taken up the gauntlet to ensure that there is hope in Haiti. There has to be. God would have it no other way. God bless you and I love you.

Angel

My dear friends, there you have it. We have created another miracle for the poor, and we continue to be blessed by it. As long as I am your pastor, I will continue to be a voice for those who have no voice. And I know I can count on you to come together so that all our tongues will speak for the poor and praise God. 

Thank you Nativity!

Thank you Jesus!
Fr. Martin
